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Abstract of JP9299944 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To maintain the performance of a reverse- 
osmosis membrane in a fresh water'producing device having the 
membrane and to prevent the breakage of the membrane. SOLUTION: The 
pressure and flow rate of the water to be supplied to the reverse-osmosis 
membrane module 16 (RO module) of a fresh water producing device and 
the flow rate of the permeated water are independently feed-back 
controlled. The inlet pressure of the supply water is controlled by the 
opening degree of a pressure control valve 24 from the outlet of the supply 
water chamber 12 of the RO module 16, the flow rate of the supply water is 
controlled by the opening degree of a flow control valve 20, and the flow 
rate of the permeated water is controlled by the opening degree of a flow 
control valve 28. The set permeated water flow rate is given by the product 
of the set supply water flow rate and the recovery rate according to the 
conductivity of the supply water. The performance of a reverse-osmosis 
membrane 10 is maintained irrespective of the fluctuations in the salinity of 
the supply water and the variations in the ambient temp., and the breakage 
of the membrane is prevented. 
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